THE SVD

by Gary Paul Johnston

hen Evgenie Fedorovich Dragunov went to work
for the Soviet military’s small arms plant at
Izhevsk in 1938, no one eould have imagined the
contributions he would make during his life.
While these were many, Dragunoy is most well-
known for the rifle that bears his name; the Snaiperskaya
Vintovka Dragunova, or Sniper’s Rifle Dragunov (SVD).
Designed in 1959, the SV was,
in simple terms, an enlarged van-
ant of the Automat Kalachnikow
(AK), firing one of the most accu-
rate full-size rifle cartridges of is
day: the Russian 762 x 54mmB
inmmed), Adopted in 1963, the
SVD became standard issue with
the sharpshooiers of the Soviet and
Chinese armies and was used
throughout the  Vietnam  War.
Variations of the SVD were also
used by other ComBlok countries.
Based on the AK, the SVD differs in several ways. Perhaps most
importantly is that it uses a Tokarev-style gas system where, unlike the
AK, the piston is separate from the bolt carrier. Al the rear of the gas
Mock is an adjustable collar. Tumed with the head of a canmidge. this
collar allows more of less gas to operate the rifle, The SV uses a
machined steel receiver for rigidity and while it operates in the same

way as the AK, its rotating bolt has three locking lugs instead of two.
Also, the rifle is capable of semiautomatic fire only, using a ten-shol
detachable box magarine,

Although the SVD comes with standard-style Soviet fron sights,
these are meant to be used only as backup, as the rifle’s primary sighi-
ing system is the INI-1 Pritsel Snaipersky Optichesky (PSO-1), o
Optical Sniper Sight. Of 4x magnification, this scope has a range-fingd-
ing reticle graduated to 1,300 meters {1,422 yards). This scope comes
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Secret Terror Of The
ComBlok Now Comes
in .308 Winchester!

Loft: This close-up of the right side of
Its recehver reveals the caliber of the
ey Morinco SVD variand, 7.62x 51mm
HATO, The receiver is machined from
solkd steel and the safety'sslecior lever
i sean in is “sale” position at the rear

of the ajection port.

Right: Here, the new SVD's salely |
soan in s “fire™ position. The straight
box magarine is similar to the
Ba5Tmm  wersion used in  the
Yugoelavian varant of the SVD.



GOES NATO

with an amber hight hlter to
improve contrast, and wses bat-
teries o illuminate the reticle in
low light.

Using an integral rail on the
fei side of the SVD's receiver,
the INI-1 (PS0O-1) scope shdes
oite the afle and 15 locked via a
throw-lever that cams the locking
picee tightly against the rail. The
scope 15 essenbially a return-to-
FETO Ui,

The last major differcnce
between the SYD and the AK lics
in the Drogunov's buttaiock. A
onc-picce  affair, the swck is
made of laminated hardwood and
amounts to the forcrunner of
what we now refer 1o as “thumb-
hole™ stocks used on imported
semiautomatic  rifles such as
Springficld’s SAR-8 and SAR-
4500 serics. Equipped with a
leather covered checkpicce, the
EVID's stock comes with a side-
maounting sling bar.

When it was still a super rare
bird here in the ULS., 1 obained
two of Soviel manufactured
SVDs to test. Both had been cap-
tured along the way, were used
and without scopes. Shooting

these SVD= with their relatively
erude iron sights at 100 yards, |

Above: The now Norinoo T7.63mm NATO SVD Draguney rife i3 shawn here with
for

P50-1 sniper scope attached. Hote the strasght box magazine developed
TA2mm MATO round.

Below: As viewed from the left side, the detail of the PS0-1 scope can be seen
mmrnedmﬂwlﬂwrllmmmi momw‘ommmmm
tery compartment is also wisibie Denoath the Scops Hear the rear ol the mount

Throwing a switch illuminates the reticle in low light

SPECIFICATIONS:

NORINCO ME&6 DRAGUNOY (SYD)

Caliber 14225 mm KATO and 7.62x 54R
Telnciey LA50 fps (148 gr. Manch)
Operation Short tireke gas pitton

Type OF Fore Semeautomatic

Barrel Length 1 mches

Overall Length 48y inche

Biding Four groove, one m $é-inch RHT
Weight [wficope) |04 pounds

Feed Device fen-shat bex magarin:

Salety Saletplselector

Front Jaght Prodected post ady. for elevaton
Rear Sight U novch tangest to 1300 meten
Dptica Sowiet (.00 PSO-1 4 snaper soope
Finish Bl with black bicquer coating
Soecks Luminated hardwesd
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wits atill able to obtain one minute-
of-angle accuracy—Ileaving no
doubt in my mind as to their poten-
tial eccuracy. Further testing
Morinco-made Chinese versions
later on, proved that the SYVD can
equal the accuracy of muony
Mational Match M4 rifles, us long
#s proper ammunition is wsed,

While Yugoslavia produced a
variant of the SV in 8x57mm
(Mauser), all other ComBlok
countries  that  adopted  the
Dragunoy used it chambered for
the original 7.62x 53R, However,
in the wake of the break up of the
Soviet Union, not only is the 3VD
available in the U5, as a target and
collector’s rifle in its original form,
but can now can be obtained in
T.62x51lmm MATO {308
Winchester) caliber.

Manufactured by Morinco of
China, the MES 308 Dragunov is
imported by Brolin Arms, Based
on the Chinese variant of the 5VD
(that is essentially an exact copy of
the Soviet Model), Norinco's (308
Dragunov differs only in the cham-
ber, size of the boll face and the
redesigned ten-shot box magazine
that is straight rather than curved
like the one for the 7.62 x 54K car-
widge.

After receiving the sample
Nonnco 308 Winchester SVD 1o
iest for SWATL, | first field-
stripped the rifle to examine il
closery, While it is in 308 caliber,
it= gas adjusiment remains the size
1o accept the rim of the 7.62x 34R
cartridge. Quality, fit and finish of
its parts are identical o Norinco
SVDs 1 have tested in the past:
with metal parts painted in black
lwcquer over the blue finish and
stock and forend made of laminat-
ed hardwood,
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The 308 M26 comes in a hard
case with all the tools and acces-
sores including an original PS0-
1 scope. This scope retains the
conventional SVD range-finding
reticle, and although we didn't
shoot the rifle at long distances, |
suspect that the scope is the stan-
dard PSO-1 as used with ihe
7.62x 54R round.

SHOTS FIRED

Anxious to shoot the Dragunoy
in 308 caliber, 1 ook 1t w0 the
range with a quantity of Black
Hills, Remington, Winchesier
and Federal 308 Mawch Grade.
There were no malfunctions of
any kind during the testing, and
the rifle performed as have all
otfer SWDs [ have fired.

Accuracy using both Federal
and Remington Match 308 was a
consistent 1.5 MO at 100 yards
from the bench, with Winchester
averaging about ome inch.
However, Black Hills” new 308
Match ammunition produced
groups of one inch or less, with
the best three-shol growp measur-
ing .36-inch,

If you are a Dragunoy enthusi-
ast or a collector of Soviet-type
military weapons, Norineo's 308
Winchester caliber WD will be
of interest o you., With high-
grade ammunition available, you
can even use the rifle o compete
in three-gun matches that are so
popular today. Oh, yes, yvou can
also still pet a Mornco SVD in
the original 7.62x54R. ©

P.0. Bas B398
La Verne, A S1TE0-DESE
[904 362 -2ISE



P —— T ey (=
h'mi il e R sl g

T e e
e e ey Do sl W e womadgy i @il e cid Wli® o sul
e e o b Vo e b g e pand 50 ok s} el o ok
e — s L T Tl
l-'—'l-_'-“I'-iﬁ'lﬂ—n-l—-lt--rJl--l-
il ever ahsl yeu seed s basw b yeud Tl
mmﬂm—l T

—

cantinued from 23 Draganoy

vehicles, ete. s blobs of color in the scope in okl darkisess, smc
they emit infrared light rays. In order fior 1lis s happen, o byl
source inside the scope must be remonved and cxpurserl to Dl
during the day. This sctivates it, and allows use ol ik, i
the day it may happen that sunkight falls adivecily on e ohjective
lens of the scope. A smiall sunshade b fibed over s farwarsl
objective. It may be rotated and locked in cilher Ui extended i
retracted position, The shade is quite thin and appears fragilke. yot
will Ja i job iTiL is needed,

TOTHE RANGE
We took the rifle to our private range in centrul Alabama for the
imitial testing, We did not know if the weapoa bl been sighted
in, 80 sct up o larget at 50 yards and clipped the scop: R
i thee side of the petion, The scope does nul lie direetly o
the center of the hore, The mount and scope are mads in a singhe
forging. The opiical system was designed to be senwved For
transport, and installed when the sniper was ready o sclup. This
is in contrast 10 American systems, which are typically oyt
permanently, and are ready for wse ol all tomes, Tl actual st
is @ variation of an ey German system. 1 is Fust, nuggeal, amd
highly repeatable. A light coating of vl in s Bere reaguied o
few shots 1o chear. When it was detcrmined that the bullets would
siay on the paper we sel up anedher series of largets ab 100 yvards.
The trigger is twi-stage, with o g Tight take up, gl o Gy
crisp 2-1/4 pound second stage. For a semaulomilic, this mifle
has an excellent trigger. A trigger as crisp as might be foundd on
i hodt gun would be unsafe in 2 semiauio. Thie imgger guand s
exceptionally large, and will sccommudate any glov el Baml, Chage
the hore was cleared we determined thal fhe scupe hod Iweein
aidjusted and zeroed before it left the factory. Cheonyes [t throe
shaots at 100 yands went into a cluster less than 310 ol i,
center-to-center, with Mlack Hills, molycoated, 168 prain S
Match ammunition, right in the middle of the target. This [
remarkable considering the nature of ihe 4 power scops angl a 10
to 12 mph gusting wind.  George thein shol avislwr group on
ansther tarpet face using Fedeml 168 g 11 I Gl Mkl
Prermiuy Muatch 308 ammunition, with virually ideical resnll=
Later shuoting sessions revealed that this 308 Dragioov 15
unisually accurate in other conditions, wmd that il o ol bemd
10 drift as its barre] beats up. This kind of accurscy can only he
achicvied with a harrel which is truly straight and concenti nsids
il o, 4 omiasents G othen who v purclused these ntles
imlicate that they ane all obout as goasl 10 sl By conee
gcross @ semingtomatic rifle that is &s pecurate as 2 bolt gan. Wi
were quite surprised wilh the aceurscy we ol from ihis wa,
Suggesicd retail is 82,200, with quantity abiswammuts avanilable.
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Few Limited Pencirafion 308 Rounds Avallable From |
Black Hills - For Law Enforcement Ualy

By hark White

‘The problem of . 308 overpenetralion in hostage rescue
situations is & serious concern among those litigation
gpecialists who work with law enforcement. A few years ago a
group of officers within the LAPLD SWAT orgamization asked a
bullet manufacturer 10 design and build a 168 grain, match-
quality bullet which would cause incapocitation without
overpenetration. To make a long story short, an LT (limited
penetration) hullct was designed, built, and then successfully
tested in one of the FBI's labs, That 308 LP bullet is now
loaded into rounds by Black Hills Ammunition Co. (Box 3090,
Rapid City, 5D 57709). FAX: H05-148-9827. Muone: HD-
SHR-A625). Legitimate tactical units can obtain a free Tik-rouind
sample pack of LP ammunition for TRE by writing to Black
Hills on depariment letterhead. Two Tunadrederouind cases are
available for roughly $250, which includes shipping. Our
festing fdicates that these rounds are as accursle as any
existing 308 mabch amme, and tha they deliver approximately
2 500 foot poands of energy In a very explosive manner.
Reports of legitimate shootings from the field inadicnte that
these patented bullets deliver virually all of their enorgy o
the primary target, and nonmally do not exit.
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We want your input write us at

~ Small Arms Review
- 223 Sugar Hill Rd.
‘Harmony, Me 04942
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