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CAUTION: Technical dala and infarmation
comuined heneln ame infended o provide
infarmation based wpon the Wmied expe-
riance of indhiduals uwoer Speciic Con-
dibiprs and chcumsiances. Thoy do not
oietad ihe CoMprendasiae randng, Droce-

winch are abealutely recassany fa propady
cavry o siwar actiily. READ THE MGk
TICE AND INSCLAMIER OW THE CON-
TENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZTNE. AL-
WAYS CONSULT  COMPREMENSIVE
REFERENCE MANUALE AND BULLE.
TING FOR DETAILS OF PROPER TRAN-
NG REQINREMENTS, PROCEDURES,
TECHMICHIES AND SAFETY PRECAL.
TIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING ANY SiM
ILAR ACTRATY.

Norinco NDM-86 Rifle

EFRE the 198% import ban, we be.

came accusioaned o secing semi-au-
tometic variunis of the AK-47 rifle from
China, Egypt. Finland, Israel and other
ndions, These are reappearing as im-
porters come up with rule-beating mwodi-
hications  like thumbhole stocks and
solid Mash hiders.

The MOM-BE travels in two
guises, with iron sights {top)
af with scope and cherkplece.

SVD was  designed by Yevgenly
Feodorovich Dragunov  beginning in
1958, and 1t was sdopted in 1963 10 ne-
place the odd M1891 Moisin-MNagant and
Tokasev sniper nifles of World War [1,
While Soviet-made Dragunovs are
scen mainly in military museums, the
rifle also was made by East Germany
and by China. The Russians also have
manufactured a hunting version of the
rifle calbed the Medved (Bear) thar fires
@ US4 mim -;,:;tr[ri'.l.!l;q'.
The Chinese call it the Type 79, and
cxport it under the Morinco trademark as
the NDM-86.We recently received one
o, froms Navy Arms and found i io be an
unusually interesting military rifle,

~ The TH239 mm cortidee used

in the AK-47 is underpowered for
smiping, 50 the NDM-86 uses the hig
rimmed 7.62x54 mm round of the
MIBH! rifle and Soviet mediom ma-
chine guns, This. of course, requires a
longer receiver mnd differcnt magazine
shape. The NDM-E6 magazine resem.
es that of the SVT 40 Tokarev rifle,

A stud atop the boll head rides in a Z-
shaped track in the carrier, acting fo
lock and unlack the three-lug boll head,

One linke-seen relative
is the SVD |}r.1!:|,:||1|w anipeT

rifle, a gun that has the basic outline of
the AR-47 bt shows the influence of
other arms like the AR=15 and SKS. The
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Manutacturer: China Morih Indus-
Iriges Corp., TA Yue Tan Man Je,
Etaumg?l:]? 10045, PR China

+ Mavy Arms, GBS Bargen
Bivd., R fiald, N.J. 07E57
llhﬁhﬂ‘thm :rpl gas-operaled

L':Illblr '-" 52:54 mm

Ovearall HE L

Barrel h; 27

Wib'h‘l: Em
10

Ti tn-siage, 204 Be. pull
ammmumhm aqusta-
b dor windape; efavator open

resar
Stock: laminated hardwood: length
of pull 124 drop a1 heel, 27
grop at comb, 115"
Accessories: ool ki, cleaning rod,
WO Spare MAagazines, Carmying
casi, 0il botile, bayonat and
Stabbard, Scope includes carry-
ing casa, spare wbs, shades
Price; $3.575
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The gas reguiater (abowe) is ad|usied
with @ cartredge rim. The piston {r.) is
heavily chrome-plated 10 resist rusting.

wr beepber

thenph with heavy ribb
pgindity and durabily.
The lomg 27VE" bamrel and unmsaal
stnck design make the 5VD and ifs wari-
anis casy 0 identify. The bunsock is of
lnmingied hardwood, exensively cul
away o reduce weight. an importsm
commiderstion when 3 rifle has a4 long
barre] amd will be med most of the Hme

The 4K scope's turret roq;t:?u for
range from 010 1 maters, LoD
comes from the faciory alresdy zeroed,

wilh a balky combination soope/momm
amsembly
e NDM-Ef's bulistock reseniblies
mothing 50 mech @2 4 moders hasthlon
nfle. It also convenently fits the corment
buesucritic imperative for sheenbbod:
sncks in preference D PWo-pRSCe
boaypastal  =rip  confipurations  when
] - S, P TTIpsOTY
The length of poll s quite shom at
12%4". The short kengih s oo domb
specifeed for bewer i wit =40
beievy ganments peeded for e sevore
Fussian winter weather and the qualied

The fiore-end sppears i be of an im-
pregniatedd laminate, and is splin beneth-
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wike m the stvie ol the
AR-15, with ventilas-
ing holes in the sides
and battom. The sys-
e is unlife he AR
15 am that there B no
i feat shizld,

The rifle’s operat-
mg syvsiem oombines
cloments  from  the
AK-4T and SKS with

with a cartridge nim o close off the
holes. Once the piston has awoved rear
ward ahout 1", remaining gas s vemied
ot zn additional pair of holes anthe resr
of the cbinder.

Mieanwhile. the operating rod passcs
through the rear sight base and strikes
the wop fromt of the boll cammier. As tha
part os theowen eereard, & stod on the
top of the bokt head engages a L-shaped
track wn the carmer, divengaging the
three locking lugs  From

dheeir Cois In he pecEiver.
The spent case i with-
drawn by 1 large pivoling
cxiracicr  and  pulled
gguwinsd a fived cjecor in
ihe lefl receiver ruil. Afier
cchon and  recocking.,
the bol picks uwp enother
carridpe from the mags
rine aned thrusts i1 o the
chamber, A wedpe pinned
ko the lefi front of the
mecéiver bears against an

@ fiow feniures ondgue so b

Those who fascy maliry amees will
recall that the AK-47 pses a mg-atroke
pisten tha s pormanemly sitsthed 10
the bl carner. This wwsieim, wilitle relh-
able, resalis inoa barge  reciprocaiing
MASS T INA s hddearaile [oF predison
shoadieg

mclingd swriste on ose
lociong g {or extra closing
PORTL

The peceiver follows ihe general vai-
line of the AKST, bt with soveral de-
tail differences. The receiver cover &
ribbed for extm rigidity and is remined
by a lever and haft mther than e AK-
Ao buriom catch

Dragumov  solved the
probbem by adapting the
shion-sarnke piston of
SKS, thongh with con-
siiereile  modifbcation
45 the fired bullel passes
the port at the g ot
of the fose-cnd, gas s
apped ouf ol prodoes

i he chromi-
& thi pis-
Cl
the chrome-plated cylin

der, o passes 4 pair of gas relsef holes in
e exterior of the cylinder,

In cold weather of when the nifle is
quite digty, these can be clsed for more
gas pressure by motating the repulator

Hﬂtﬂh‘qﬂ-umwmﬁ
right rear of the recelver (L) slbovws
the receiver cover to be EwWay.

It safiety lever is shoner then
the AK's amd is curved o block the
rear of the operating handle sh
when it is m 15 ppward safe posi-
tiwr. This preoenis foreign maiier
entenng the action and also allows
the chamber o be checked for 2
livaided mound with no fear of ejecs-
ing it. since the handle can only he
drawn back b 1",

Must imponantly, the ngger unit can
be removed from: the reveiver for clean
ing. mamienance or replacement.

The NDMW-286 s equipped with me-
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wllic sights in the AK-47 pattern. The
open rear sight is adjustable for eleva-
tion in a range of [0 10 1200 meters.
Fine elevation and windage adjustments
are made by tuming the front sight post
inof out and by maoving it keft or nght
its dovetail. A sight adjusting tool is
provided with the nfle.

The barrel is chrome-lined, and s
four-groove rifling has a 1107 pwiss,
The flash hider is similar in size o the
MI4's, and the barrel is fined with o
bayonel lug (though the imporer in-
forms us that future ship-

ments  will come im0 sans
lug). .
To  disassemble  the

NDM-86, depress the catch
at the rear of the magazine
and remove it, then ensure
the chamber is empty.

Rotaie  the takedown
lever wt the right rear of the
receiver until Bt catches on
the smiall skotted screw in the
busttseock. Thes allows the re-
ceiver cover 1o be lifted up
and off. The recoil spring
and guide remain attached 1w
the receivier cover,

MNext, pull the bolt assembly all the
wiy b the rear of the receiver and 1ift i
out of the dismssembly slods. Remowve
the bolt head from the camer by tormifif
it counterchockwise, Tiis frees the cam
g Frovm st slod.

Tor remne the in
ale the salely lever

r asscmhbly, fo-
upawiard and pull

if ot Of the recerver, The trigger assem-

hly then can be motitied down and o,
To disassemble the fone-end anmd gas

system, begin by pushing in and rolating

seb mike the cheekpiece a

necessity.
The Lwwope it a 4X with 4
mm  obgective  lens,  The

lendes are coated, though not
up 1o LLS,, Japanese or Eu-
ropéan  Commencial | stan-
dards. The sight hos o
banery-operated system o
detect infrared radidion. In-
Frared sighting systems like
the ULS. Sniper Scope were
common al the time the
Dragunov was designed, but
have been supplanted by
passive night vision devices in
el armmies,

The scope is equipped with a
range-Ninding reticle, The horizon-
tal axis is gradusted m | ool (10

Rotate the salety lever upward to
remove. Then the trigger assembly
can be lurned downward and oul.

cylinder, The cvlinder it-
self can be wmed off s
base  with  the ‘supplied

open wrench.

Reassembly 5 in re-
verse order; supe the
takedown lawch is in

proper position against its
stop screw before insiall-

ing the receiver cover.
The scope/mount system of the So-
viet SVD is called the PSO-1, and the
Chinese version is idemical,

excep the export model has
markings in English. The wnit
fits on a dovetail on the lefi
side of the receiver: o install
it, wirn the locking lever out
and slide the unit forward on
the rail.

A leather-covered check-

cm af 100 meters) divisions 0 compen-
sate for wind or 1o fire at moving tar-
geis. The vertical axis has four invened
W The topmost is for firing at ranges
up b NN} meters. while the others ane
for 11000, 1200 amd F 3000 meters.

The top adjustment knob reguloies
clevation for ranges from 0w 1000 me-
ters. while the one on the side regulaies
windage in a range of 200 mils, with
gradustions at |-mil intervals and inter-
miediate half-mil clicks.

Slide the cap assembly lorward to re-
lease the fore-end halves, Then press
the aparating rod rearward 1o remove 1.

the catch at the right front of the fore-
end down 180°,

Then slide the cap assembly forward
and refsove the fore-end halves. With
the baole lached back and the muzzle
pointed downward, pull up on the oper-
ating rod, disengage it from the piston
and pull it out of the receiver. The pis-
1o then 15 free o be removed from the

G2

A

The scope and rifle are fine-
reroed at the factory. If the
zero has shifted or is inapplica-
ble. it can b resct by a8 process
tox  complicated 1w be de-
seritesd here but thoroughly, if
labornously, covered m the sup-
plied instroctiions,

The runge-finding feature is
a curved dashed line over a
solid line. When a standing

picce is provided, wmd i1 must be used
by anvome with a nommal-sized face,
since the butistock is shaped for the iron
sights. The scope”s height and slight off-

man 582 0, 1all is positioned
betwesn the two lines, the rough range
15 indicated. The indicated range can be
tmnsterred o the range drum amd, the
smiper hopes, the bullei impact will be
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on target with the first shog he fires.

The uum: ix supplied in a steel camy-
ing case that resembles a very stundy
child's lunch box. This hos room for a
serewdriver, eyeshades and tool kit A
small wooden box bailt ino the case
stoges extra bulbs for the infrared sys-
em and a cleaning clodh for the lenses,

The rifke is supplied with an wmosu-
ally comprehensive set of acoessories,
melucing pwo spare magazines, o three-
plece cheaning rod, a  combination
wrenclypunch, a gas pon reamer. cylin-
der reamer, a toal box with beaf springs
o keep parts from rattling. an oil bodtle
anel @ Canvas Carmying case.

The MDM-56 was fired for pecurucy,
with resulis shawn in the accompanying
tabde, and function-fired with maliary
FM) and soft-point hunting ammunition
from Century Arms and World War [l
surphies Finnish ball rownds imported in
the early 1960s by Interamms. There
were o Failures of any kind,

Before we cver shoi the nfle, we
knew something had o be done about
the wery short pull kength. This wias ens-
ily corrected with a slip-on pad intended
for the SKS5. The pad both made the
burtsiock long enough and gove 11 &
noa-ship surface.

The NDM-86is an unesually. pleas-
ani gun to shool. Recoil 15 quite mild
aml the long barrel puts the muzzle blast

well out in front of the shooter. There is
no pwoepart feel o the firng sensi-
tion—ihe impression is muach more like
that of a boli-action nifle. The venbilwled
fore-end does a good job of msulating
the hand froan heat, even in long stnngs
of fire,

The mgger has a long first-stage
take-up that those unused o militery
armis are woni 1o call “creep.” bul serves

Five Consacutiv

besw lacgquer fanishk familiar from thous
sands of SK5 and AK-4T rifles impormed
e

The swope has a very limited eye re-
lief and 1% not especially bright, but s
well-mated to the nfle. The reticle is
hird 10 see I I.iJI:'I'-!i.Fh[ conditions of
when the fargel background is by,
Some Warsaw Pacl asers commected for
thiz |.'|:|.' using an illumdnated retiche.

7. e Vel g5 Gmalasi denrage
Cartridge LFXN [N (L 5] (15, 1]
Century Arms 2557 Avg 1.6 2.56 2158
184-gr. FALJ 12 &d

Canbury Arms 2603 Avg 1.20 247 1.97
180-gr. 5P 95d

5d (standard deviation) Avarags Extrame Sproad 2.08
Abbreviations: FMJ (108 metal jacket), SP (salt pairt)

a5 o safety measure in battlefickd condi-
tions. We found the trgger very conirol-
lable and conducive to good accuracy,
both offhand and from the bench.

Like almost all Chinese amms, the
NDM-86 15 very well finished where it
meds 10 be, and very poorly finished
elsewhene. “The metal-Dnish. is. black
paint, while the wood had the very

The NDM-86, then, is an imMeresting
and unusual arm that could be the cen-
terpiece of any collection of Soviet
weaponry or sniper rifles, It 15 EXpeis
sive, bul the package supplied is very
complete. It's clearly not a gun for ev-
eryome, bul it is ane thal some military
arms enhusiasts will probably find very
et o pesisg

AyA No. 2 Shotgun

0!—' all the dozens of sholgun makers
i the Spanish city of Eibar, nons i3
mawe fmmous than Aguirme ¥ Aranzabal,
commonly refermed to as Ayh,

Following Waorld War 11, the firm al-
mwst single-handedly drove many Brt-
ish shoigun manufacturers o the wall,
capiuring a good part of the bow emd of
the UK market. Today, some of the pre-
mier London makers employ  Ayh
wlurmmi.

In ihis couniry., the AyA Matados
was one of the top-selling shotguns of
the now-defunct Fircarms Intemational
Corp. throughout the 1950 and 604,
wnd, with FIC as middleman, Sears,
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Rochuck sold a bess-sophisti-
catled AyA os the 1.C. Higgins
Muoddiel 100 from about 1953-56,
Despite this long tradition of success,
the carly 1980s recession and declining
demand for side-by-side shotguns erip-
gl:;d Ay and many other Eibar makers,
he Spanish government stepped in amd
provided funding for the establishment
af @ gunmakers consorium that com-
Bined AyA with Armns Erbi, Cusasolo,
Sarviugane and some others (Febroary
1987, p. 30
While the consortium, called
DIARM, was located in & large and

Buill on traditicnal Holland & Haolland
principles, the 26-ga. AyA sidelock
spors double triggers and Sulo ajeclors.

mixlem
factory in Deba,
near the Atlaniic coasi,
the participants broaght their
vadition of cotthroat  competition
from Eibar along with their fools,
PHARM disealved in confusion within a
couple of years, marking the end of the
time for oy workers.

The end of the consortium lefi large
stocks of guns w be disposed of, both
thise made o Deba and stocks made be-
fore the point venmre. Hundreds of AyA
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